CIVIL

A problem occurs

Sometimes two people enter into an
agreement with each other and then one of
them breaks the agreement, causing harm
to the other person. The injured person calls
for damages from the person who caused
the harm. The compensation is usually
monetary. However, it can also happen that
someone does not violate an agreement but
someone else’s personality rights (e.g. hurting
their reputation, telling lies about the person).
In this case a certain act could serve as
reparation for the harm caused, or the
damaged person can also ask for money.

Verdict

After both the plaintiff and the defendant
have been heard and their evidence has
been examined at a trial, the court will reach
a verdict. This means that the court will
decide which party is right and will order the
person who caused harm to pay money to
the damaged person or do some other act to
compensate for his/her wrongdoing.

Final verdict

This is the final decision, and no one can ask
to change or review it anymore. What the
court decides must be implemented.

LAWSUIT

Negotiations

If the person who caused the harm refuses to
compensate for it, the damaged person can ask
a court to order them to do so. For this to
happen, the damaged person writes a
complaint to the court, explaining what
happened. From that point on, the person who
wrote the complaint is called the plaintiff, and
the person who caused the harm is called the
defendant. It will be the court’s task to pass
judgement between the two equal parties.

Appeal

If someone who has been declared by a court
as the one being wrong does not agree the
decision of the court, they can ask another
court to review the verdict.




THIS LEAFLET WAS PRODUCED IN PARTNERSHIP WITH
CHILDREN, FACILITATED BY HINTALOVON CHILD
RIGHTS FOUNDATION.

EDITED BY HINTALOVON CHILD RIGHTS FOUNDATION

DESIGN: LIZA GROF

FIND OUT MORE: CHILLS WEBSITE

CONTACT US: STEFAN.AELBRECHT@KULEUVEN.BE

ALMA MATER STUDIORUM

RESEARCH GROUP UNW[RSPITP: D'NiO;OGNA HINTALOVON
INTERPRETING STUDIES INT&RI’Rk[‘)F[L\IA(.\/\‘\I:}l[) TRS\MMTK)N Child Rights Foundation

ALL RIGHTS RESERVED. IF YOU ARE INTERESTED IN TRANSLATING, ADOPTING OR REPRODUCING
THIS PUBLICATION, PLEASE CONTACT STEFAN.AELBRECHT@KULEUVEN.BE.

THIS LEAFLET WAS FUNDED BY THE EUROPEAN UNION’'S JUSTICE PROGRAMME (2014-2020).

THE CONTENT OF THIS LEAFLET REPRESENTS THE VIEWS OF THE AUTHOR ONLY AND IS HIS/HER
SOLE RESPONSIBILITY. THE EUROPEAN COMMISSION DOES NOT ACCEPT ANY RESPONSIBILITY FOR
USE THAT MAY BE MADE OF THE INFORMATION IT CONTAINS.



