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European competence in the field of culture

• Article 6 TFEU → culture as supporting competence of the EU 

• Article 167 TFEU, paragraphs 1, 2, 3 and 5 → explicit 

competences

• Article 167 paragraph 4 TFEU → implicit powers

• Article 4 paragraph 3 TEU → duty of sincere cooperation 



CCP pre-Lisbon Treaty

• Role of European Commission and Council

• ECJ → CCP need unified approach

• Regulation > liberalization 

• Treaty of Amsterdam and Treaty of Nice → services and 

intellectual property 



Free Trade Agreements pre-Lisbon Treaty

• European Economic Community and the Swiss

Confederation → 1973

• ECC and Palestine Liberation Organization (PLO) → 1997

• European Communities and their Member States and the

Kingdom of Morocco → 2000

• European Communities and their Member States, of the

and the State of Israel → 2000



CCP post-Lisbon Treaty

• Broader action

• DG Trade > DG Education and Culture

• Crisis of WTO system

• UNESCO Convention on the Protection and Promotion of

the Diversity of Cultural Expressions (2005)



Convention on the Protection and Promotion of the 

Diversity of Cultural Expressions, UNESCO (2005)

• Article 216 paragraph 2 TFEU

• Cultural diversity

• Guiding principles articles 2 paragraph 5 and 6 CPPDCE

• Articles 12, 13, 16, 20 CPPDCE

• Cultural Cooperation Protocol
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Free Trade Agreements post-Lisbon Treaty

• CARIFORUM States and the European Community and

its Member States → 2008

• European Union and its Member States and the Republic

of Korea → 2010

• European Union and its Member States and Central

America → 2012



Image taken from the UNESCO Report: RE|SHAPING CULTURAL POLICIES. Advancing creativity for development 
(2018)



SDGs and Culture





Concluding Remarks

• Trade/culture dilemma → challenges arising from the new developments that

globalisation brings.

• EU’s traditional position in FTAs → widest possible cultural policy space for

the audiovisual sector by including a cultural exception in these agreements.

• UNESCO Convention → important legal framework for coherent EU action in

favor of cultural diversity.

• UNESCO World Conference on Cultural Policies and Sustainable

Development – MONDIACULT 2022 (28-30 September 2022, Mexico City) →

“We call on the UN Secretary General to firmly anchor culture as a global

public good, and to integrate it as a specific goal in its own right in the

development agenda beyond 2030”.
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