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Methodology

Qualitative content analysis  – using
MAXQDA 2022 software for coding
segments of analysed trade agreements 





Two main
hypotheses of
the empirical
research made
worldwide

The complexity of TSD chapters
has risen over time

FTAs concluded by developed
countries with developing ones
tend to contain more detailed
provisions on sustainable
development 
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Distribution of subcodes
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Dispute resolution



long procedure (EU v. Korea – 479 days!)

lack of sanctions  –> VCLT + human rights conditionality clauses 

panels of experts are not prepared

vague substantive provisions, standard of care not defined

Issues with the EU TSD chapters 


