
CALL FOR 
STARTUPS & 
CALL FOR 
IDEAS 
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2025 -2026



What is it?

Call  published annually by Unibo to  select emerging ṵẌ>ǍȺȺ Ȓɐɶ uǱǸǍɾ Ṿ 

MɃǸɶȓȡɅȓ ȡǱǸǍɾẍṶ or established entrepreneurial projects  ṵẌ>ǍȺȺ Ȓɐɶ ñʌǍɶʌʔɳɾ - 

MɾʌǍǩȺȡɾțǸǱ ñʌǍɶʌʔɳɾẍṶ ǱǸʬǸȺɐɳǸǱ ǩʳ ĆɅȡǩɐ ɾʌʔǱǸɅʌɾ ǍɅǱ ȓɶǍǱʔǍʌǸɾṣ

The chosen entrepreneurial projects will be inserted into a pathway of 

growth , pre -incubation  and networking  in collaboration with UNIBO 

partners, investors and stakeholders



Call opening date
02 December 2025

Call closing date
02 February 2026 

1 p.m.



CALL FOR STARTUP & CALL FOR IDEAS

Emerging Ideas
Up to 35 projects

Up to 5 startups already established

Established Startups

Environmental 
Sustainability, Energy and 

Circular Economy 

Technological, Digital and 
Industrial Innovation 

Social, Cultural and 
Educational Impact 

Health & Life Sciences



ELIGIBLE PROJECTS

Emerging Ideas
Up to 35 projects

Up to 5 startups already established

Established Startups

Environmental 
Sustainability, Energy and 

Circular Economy
Up to 10 projects

 

Technological, Digital and 
Industrial Innovation
Up to 10 projects
 

Social, Cultural and 
Educational Impact
Up to 10 projects

Health & Life Sciences
Up to 5 projects



WHO CAN APPLY

The requirements only concern the proposer , not the 
team members.

Start -ups already established as a legal entity no more 
than 2 years ago  (excluding sole proprietorships) may 

apply. 

Students enrolled in a first or second cycle degree programme

Students enrolled in a professional training programme (first -level or 
second -ȺǸʬǸȺ ɳɶɐȒǸɾɾȡɐɅǍȺ ɃǍɾʌǸɶẏɾ ɳɶɐȓɶǍɃɃǸṶ

Graduates  who obtained their degree less than 3 years prior to the publication of the 
Call for applications (i.e. who graduated after 2 December 2022)

Students enrolled at the Bologna Business School (with exclusive reference to the 
Graduate Masters of the University of Bologna coordinated by the BBS)

Graduates of the Bologna Business School (with exclusive reference to the Graduate 
Masters of the University of Bologna coordinated by the BBS) who obtained their degree less 
than 3 years prior to the publication of the Call for applications (i.e. who graduated after 2 
December 2022)

Students enrolled at a specialization school (excluding medical doctors under 
specialist training pursuant to Legislative Decree 368/99)



Prizes and Facilitations

Programma  di Accensione  Imprenditoriale  (PDAI ): training programme and one -to -one mentoring sessions 
to acquire the tools and skills necessary in the world of work and setting up a new business [March/June]

Call  for  Players : support  in  the  constitution  of  the  entrepreneurial  team  [April]

Participation in the Startup Day : presentation of business idea to connect with 
the regional ecosystem of investors, partners and companies [June]

Use of the co -working spaces at AlmaLabor  to elaborate your business idea

Support in prototyping activities and graphic design carried out in the Makerspace

Cash and in -kind  prizes  functional to the creation and development of 
companies, provided by our sponsors and partners

Information  on calls for proposals, business development paths, and 
external funding opportunities
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PROGRAMMA DI ACCENSIONE IMPRENDITORIALE

The PDAI is a training and one -to -one mentoring program organized 
by the University of Bologna in collaboration with the Innovation Hub 
Almacube. It involves business development experts and focuses on 

the development of both soft skills and specific skills that are essential 
ȡɅ ʌɐǱǍʳẏɾ Ȳɐǩ ɃǍɶȶǸʌ ǍɅǱ Ȓɐɶ ʌțǸ ǱǸʬǸȺɐɳɃǸɅʌ ɐȒ Ǎ ǩʔɾȡɅǸɾɾ ɳɶɐȲǸǪʌṣ

1STUDENTS 
ENTREPRENEURIAL 

CYCLE & ALMACUBE 
PRESENTATION2TEAMWORK AND 

COMPOSITION3BUSINESS 
MODELING

(THEORY)4BUSINESS 
MODELING
(PRACTICE)5BUDGETING, 

ECONOMIC & 
FINANCIAL 

SUSTAINABILITY6FINANCING 
OPPORTUNITIES

7PITCHING 8 9 10 Key  areas : business  model  development,  business  
plan  definition,  elevator  pitch,  IP, etc .

MENTORING

TEACHING

Recognition within the Diploma Supplement

11PROTOTYPING & 
MAKERSPACE 

OPEN DAY 

IP 
PROTECTION

MARKETING AND 
COMMUNICATION 

STRATEGIES

HOW TO 
BUILD A 

STARTUP



CALL FOR PLAYERS

An initiative of Bologna University to promote contact 
between the winning teams of Call for Ideas  and  Players  
- both inside and outside the University - with the skills and 

interest necessary to join one of the teams

Provides descriptions of all the Emerging Ideas 
chosen and the Unibo email addresses of team 
members

STAGE 2

Call for Players event

gɐɐǱ ǩʔɾȡɅǸɾɾ ȡǱǸǍ ɐɅ ȡʌɾ ɐʭɅ ȡɾ Ʌɐʌ ǸɅɐʔȓțṣẰ
In order to turn it into a successful start -up, you 
need a skilled, diverse and motivated business 
team. With this event, we can help you build iT

STAGE 1

Call for Players webpage



The Makerspace  is a lab that provides 
customized services for the creation of 
prototypes,  aimed at  developing 
entrepreneurial projects and graphic support 
for the creation of multimedia content for 
promoting projects

Co-working spaces host training 
programs, awareness initiatives, and 
mentoring activities, and can also be 

independently used by teams to work 
together  on the development of their 

entrepreneurial projects.

5 co -working rooms 
and 1 conference 

room

+ 50 total capacity

3D printers

milling machine

3D scanner

thermoforming machine



The initiative of the Universities

of Emilia -Romagna that promotes a culture of 

innovation, research, and entrepreneurship

XI EDITIONS

Startup Day is the annual  event  
dedicated to the academic and 
student community , promoting 
a culture of innovation, research, 
and entrepreneurship ÿțǸ ɶǸȓȡɐɅẏɾ ǸǪɐɾʳɾʌǸɃ ɐȒ 

partners, incubators, and 
accelerators comes together 
with entrepreneurial teams, 
startups, and academic spin -offs 
to network, build synergies, and 
spark new collaborations .



c

Students Challenge

Students  and teams  from the 
éǸȓȡɐɅẏɾ ĆɅȡʬǸɶɾȡʌȡǸɾ ɳȡʌǪț ʌțǸȡɶ 

business projects to the 
stakeholders of 

entrepreneurship and 
innovation system and meet 

people interested in developing 
entrepreneurial projects with 

them.
 

The best projects receive the 
awards  ɐȒȒǸɶǸǱ ǩʳ ʌțǸ ǸʬǸɅʌẏɾ 

partners.

1

Startup Day: WHAT



Prizes awarded by sponsors and 
partners in the 2025 edition 

Ecosister Ṿ international experience - 5.000  ặ in kind

Almacube Ṿ Incubation Program - 10.000 ặ in kind

Almavicoo  Ṿ ᶯṣᶮᶮᶮ ặẰ ǪǍɾț

MaverX  Ṿ ᶯṣᶳᶮᶮ ặẰ ǪǍɾț

Legacoop Bologna Ṿ 4ṣᶮᶮᶮ ặẰ ǪǍɾț

Alma Vicoo  Ṿ ᶯṣᶮᶮᶮ ặ cash

MUG Magazzini  Generativi Ṿ ᶯṣᶳᶮᶮ ặ cash

Intesa Sanpaolo Ṿ ᶰṣᶳᶮᶮ ặẰ cash

Bugnion  Ṿ 1ṣᶳᶮᶮ ặ cash



APPLICATION FORM
Call for Ideas -  Emerging Ideas

Section 1 : Presentation of your business idea
1. Name of the emerging business idea *
2. Have you already applied with this same idea in any previous editions of 
the Call for StartUps ? *
3. Have you already applied with a different idea in any previous editions 
of the Call for StartUps ? *
4. Under which sub - category does your idea fall? *
5. Who are your target customers?  *
6. What is the problem/need perceived by your customers to which your 
project responds? *

7. Describe the solution you propose in response to the problem and its main 
benefits. *
8. Describe how your business project will generate revenue
9. Who are the current market leaders/your competitors?
10. What makes your idea different from the products/services already available 
on the market?
11. Tell us about your idea in a video Ь Link to your video on YouTube (1 min) *
12. Short description Ь Describe your idea in max 500 characters *

Section 2: Project progress
 1. Do you have a Prototype or Product yet? 
ˣ˟ ˺̗ ̪̠̦ ̨̟̤̖̣̖̒̕ б̡̣̠̥̠̥̪̖́в ̠̣ б̣̠̦̥́̔̕в ̥̠ ̥̙̖ ̡̧̣̖̠̦̤̚ ̢̦̖̤̥̠̟̚ 
and you can do so, please provide a link or upload a picture of the 
Product/Prototype.

Section 3: Presentation of your team
 1. How many people are currently part of your team? *
2. Please complete the information about your team (if any). If you are 
alone, complete your own presentation. *
3. In your opinion, what expertise and relationships you gained in your 
professional and personal journey could be instrumental to the 
development of the project? Tell us more about yourself and the rest of 
your team (if any).
4. Team photos

Section 4: Motivation and expectations 

1. Why did you and the rest of your team (if any) decide to present your 
business project? What are your goals and how do you intend to 
achieve them?
2. What do you expect from this business development pathway?



Grants and prizes for Established startups

for project development, staged by UNIBO in 
partnership with the Almacube business 
incubator

Programma di Accensione 

Imprenditoriale (PDAI)

Startup Day 2026
at which the start -ups will be able to present 
themselves to industry stakeholders and will be 
provided witha  customised  stand in the Expo Area 



APPLICATION FORM
Call for Startups Ь Established Startups

Section 1 : Presentation of your startup
1. Name of the startup *
2. Date of establishment *
3. Please attach an updated Chamber of Commerce certificate *
4. Please describe the startup. How is it innovative? *

5. What do you think is the main risk for your startup?
6. What are your short - term goals (next 3 to 5 months) for your startup?
˨˟ ˹̨̠ ̠̕ ̪̠̦ ̤̖̖ ̪̠̦̣ ̡̤̥̣̥̦̒ ̟̚ ˢˡ ̪̖̣̤̒Я ̥̞̖̚˰ 

Section 2: Presentation of your team

 
Please complete the information about your startup team *
(role, personal details, contact details, degree programme attended, 
campus, qualification, CV if applicable, presentation of each member)

Section 3: Link to your video

 
Please provide a link to a 1 - minute video presenting your startup 
project and team *

Section 4: Lean canvas
1. Problem
2. Solution
3. Customer segments
4. Unique Value Proposition
5. Unfair Advantage
6. Channels
7. Key Metrics

8. Cost Structure
9. Revenue Streams
10. If you want to add something that you think might be useful for 
us to evaluate your project, please feel free to do so below.



Are you ready? 

Bear in mind that

ü It  ǱɐǸɾɅẏʌ matter  if  your  project  is  still  no  more  than  an  idea  or  if  you  are  currently  the  
only  member  of  your  team . You  still  have  a good  chance  of  being  selected,  and  we  will  be  
here  to  help  you  fine -tune  your  project  and  grow  your  team

üA careful  reading  the  Call  for  Applications  and  the  attachments  on  the  dedicated  page,  
including  the  document  Ẍ©Ǹʳ elements  for  defining  your  business  ɳɶɐȲǸǪʌṞẍ will   solve  a 
great  number  of  the  doubts  you  might  have,  and  help  you  put  together  a coherent  project

üYou  can  access  the  platform  and  submit  your  application  right  away . You  can  start  filling  
in  the  various  sections,  save them  and  edit  them  as many  times  as you  like . However,  
remember  that  by  1 pm  on  2 February  2026 , your  project  must  be  submitted  Ṿ simply  
saving  it  on  the  platform  will  not  be  sufficient  (further  info  in  the  guidelines)

ü If  you  have  any  questions,  please  do  not  hesitate  to  contact  us  at  
kto .imprenditorialita@unibo .it  

We look forward to receiving your applications!

mailto:kto.imprenditorialita@unibo.it
mailto:kto.imprenditorialita@unibo.it
mailto:kto.imprenditorialita@unibo.it
mailto:kto.imprenditorialita@unibo.it
mailto:kto.imprenditorialita@unibo.it


Thanks

uɅɅɐʬǍʌȡɐɅ !ɶǸǍẰ
©ÿÃ ¸Ǹʭ MɅʌɶǸɳɶǸɅǸʔɶɾțȡɳẰ

email: kto .imprenditorialita@unibo.it


